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ARCHBISHOP’S REPORT

Extracts from a Report given by The Most Reverend Matthew Chung,
Primate of Korea and Bishop of Seoul, at the Roundtable Conference
held in London on 7th September 1999

The Primate reported that the Anglican Church of
Korea had hosted several international events in
1999. The fifth Anglican Peace and Justice Network
meeting was held in Seoul during April. About thirty
representatives from the Anglican provinces
worldwide committed themselves to attending the
gathering as an opportunity for sincere discussion in
prayer and practical results. May was allocated for
attending the Episcopal Asia-America Ministry for
Koreans conference where the representatives from
sixteen Korean Anglican congregations in the States
and Canada were gathered to discuss our mission in
the twenty-first century. After having that meeting in
Seoul, they moved on to Hong Kong to join the
plenary session of the Episcopal Asia-America
Ministry. It was noteworthy that on the last day of her
official visit to Korea, H.M. Queen Elizabeth visited
Seoul Anglican Cathedral where she was received
with great enthusiasm by Korean Anglicans and their
bishops.

Two years ago, the Anglican Church of Korea formed
a special committee named the Twenty-First Century
Church development Committee whose task was to
lead in-depth discussions on those challenging
issues such as women’s ordination, lay ministry, etc.
and to produce a report reflecting the discussions
prior to General Synod in 2000. As materialism and
secularism were getting stronger in the society,
Korean Christian churches would face a more
challenging time in the years ahead. The three
dioceses of the Korean Anglican Church were trying
trying to expand the horizon of social ministry or
mission through social work type of programmes.
Last July, the Korean Anglican Church Social Welfare
Mission Network meeting was held at Sungkonghoe
University hosted by the Social Welfare department
of the University. About seventy representatives from

sixty Anglican social work or social ministry
organizations were gathered to share their ideas,
experiences, and insights.

The Primate briefly outlined two big programmes in
which the church has been involved. When the
national economic crisis arrived and the whole
society was puzzled by how to respond to the
skyrocketing number of homeless, the Seoul City
government delegated to the Korean Anglicans the
task of running a big emergency shelter for the
homeless. When winter came, more than one
thousand homeless found food and bed at the
shelter, and President Kim Dae Jung was very glad
at the result. Since the shelter opened, about seven
hundred homeless people are now living there. The
shelter continues a job-referral service to help them
achieve self-support, and the Diocese of Seoul has
sent a priest for leading worship services and
providing religious counselling. Another project
which has been introduced is one for the disabled,
named “Our Village.” This project began when the
Rt. Rev. Simon Kim, the previous Bishop of Seoul,
donated his private inheritance, two thousand
square metres of land in Kangwha Island which is
forty minutes driving distance from Seoul. With
Simon Kim’s donation, the Seoul Diocese was able
to make it into an incorporation. The government
allocated two billion won (about one point eight
million US dollars) to support the building up of “Our
Village” centre in Kangwha. The construction of this
centre has now been completed. A good number of
adult mentally disabled people will find a home there
and learn simple labour skills by which they will
achieve partial self-support. Simon Kim serves as
Director of the centre and is planning to commit the
rest of his life for the service of these unfortunate
people who have been forgotten by society.

CONSECRATION OF THE BISHOP OF WHITBY

On Michaelmas Day, 29th September 1999, over
two thousand people gathered in York Minster for
the consecration of the Venerable Robert Ladds as
the new Bishop of Whitby. He was presented to
the Archbishop of York by Lord Runcie and the
Bishop of Blackburn. (Lord Runcie had ordained
Robert Ladds as both Deacon and Priest in
Canterbury Cathedral). The very colourful
procession included not only our Bishops and
Priests but also those from the Orthodox and

Roman Catholic Churches, and other
denominations, and, of course, Civic dignitaries. It
was also good to see the Bishop of Taejon in the
procession and to meet Korean friends from
among the congregation after the Service. It was
altogether a very moving and memorable Service
and | felt very privileged to be present,
representing the K.M.P. Committee.
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KOREAN WAR VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION

Each year in June, our Chairman (Fr. Davies) who is
also Chaplain to the British Korean Veterans’
Association, conducts the short Service at the
National Korean War Memorial in the crypt of St.
Paul’s Cathedral, London, when His Excellency The
Korean Ambassador and his staff lay wreaths there,
along with one from the B.K.V.A. representatives.

From July 19th - 23rd 1999 there was an
International Korean Veterans’ Week in London, with
representatives from the 22 countries which took
part with the U.S.A. and Great Britain in the Korean
War (1950-53), the first war ever fought under the
aegis of the United Nations, when huge Chinese
Forces with Soviet Union backing supported the
North Korean Communist Armed Forces in their
attempt to take over the whole of Korea.

The week began with a great Service in St. Paul’s
Cathedral at 11.00 on July 19th when the Korean
Ambassador read one Lesson and General Sir A.
Farrar-Hockley (Senior Patron of the B.K.V.A.) read
the other. The Dean of St. Paul’'s was the Preacher
and Fr. Davies led the prayers. The Bishop to H.M.
Forces also took part in the Service. Again, on this
Reunion Week, a procession went down into the

crypt to lay wreaths at the Memorial. For Fr. Davies,
“the wheel had come full circle”, as in 1987 when
The Queen unveiled the National Korean War
Memorial, he had the honour to preach the sermon.

Other events during this week were, a Garden Party
at The Royal Hospital; an evening Reception on
H.M.S. Belfast (the Thames); visits to Windsor, etc.,
and on the Thursday evening His Excellency The
Korean Ambassador hosted a dinner at a London
Hotel for representatives from all the national parties
attending

On July 21st 800 Korean Veterans, representatives
of all 22 countries, paraded on Horse Guards with
their national standards. The youngest veteran was
69; the oldest 92. There was, of course, a large
South Korean contingent. The Duke of Kent took
the Salute, and in his address over the loud-speaker
system he ended with conveying H.M. The Queen’s
congratulations and good wishes. That same
afternoon The Queen and Prince Philip were holding
a Garden Party at Buckingham Palace, and Her
Majesty had invited 50 representative veterans to
attend as her guests.
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Groundbreak/ng April 1999

Bishop Simon Kim (69) who was Bishop of Seoul,
has been working very hard to start a new home
for handicapped people. He secured enough
money to build a multi purpose centre for
handicapped people and the groundbreaking
ceremony was held in April 1999. The new Centre

was opened in December 1999 (see photo on left).
In photo on right we see Bishop Simon taking part
in "Washing Feet" for the unemployed and needy
to give them hope and encouragement, but most
of all love and care. It was held at Yonysan railway
station, one of the sub stations in Seoul.

Sungkonghoe University, the Anglican University in Seoul is in the middle of construction of a new building
that will serve as Humanity and Society building. The University’s chapel and library as well as some
classrooms and professor’s’ rooms will be in the new building. This is a huge project, costing a iot. We are

asked to keep this in our prayers.
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NEWS FROM THE KOREAN FRANCISCAN
BROTHERHOOD

7H0lE SFREUSET TENA S5
3 27 22 gIZE Aot RElE Y
slict. O dFgSeto| 7|zl =+
tD o{2{71X| oz R2(oH =82 F
QcCt o| AIZISE 27 M HH RR S
2 20{EC}. (9l2l2lZ) ol A A,
Z2l g, 2 A &M Je(1 JeAEYH E
A (fl1e 22%) S XX HMEHE Y
S(21Z0M Feinf =EA! AT (A9 21%)
olAISEoM B2 7|GA (R 2EX)
S2 M7 EME o8 e el =it

o [{O

Q

— KX 1)

Ol =2oIM 2 &2 Y XSS Z &3t
0 Z&3 27|l SFote YE cHEry
S w3let L= HoM ZEE Qs L2
StACH 2E|oAHE=E MEe #2| £2HS0] U
= 7H8 =20l dEtnE Es o/ Bl
M7t fele g =RUM M2 8 LT
2 QIct RF ghedshLich

Minister Provincial’s visit

In July 1999 the Society of St Francis Australia/
New Zealand Minister Provincial, Br Colin Wilfred,
paid us a visit. Although he was only able to come
for a week he was able to help us in many ways.
These photos show some of the things we did. (top
left) Brothers Stephen, Colin Wilfred, Lawrence
and Christopher John in Inchon. (top right) Visiting
the Songrim Dong Centre for Self-Support (second
from left is Father Cho Hung-Sik.) (bottom left) At
the Yongin Folk Village. (bottom right) Brother Colin
conducting a retreat for the brothers.

Other guests ...

...have included some young brothers and
sisters from Jesus Abbey; university students for a
quiet atmosphere for their study; and church and
sharing house groups for retreat. We have three
longer term guests; most recently a theological
graduate Lee Jong-Min who is sharing our life for a
while and helping with some tasks. You are all
welcome!




